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The	  5th	  Annual	  Chicago	  South	  Asian	  Film	  Festival	  Announces	  
Partnership	  with	  leading	  Television	  and	  Media	  company	  -‐	  	  Zee	  

Cinema 
	  
Chicago,	   IL	   –	   September	   2,	   2014	   –	  The	   Chicago	   South	   Asian	   Film	   Festival	   announces	   Zee	  
Cinema	  as	  the	  Presenting	  Sponsor	  of	  the	  Festival.	  The	  fifth	  annual	  event,	  the	  largest	  of	  its	  kind	  
in	   the	   Midwest,	   will	   present	   over	   25	   films	   in	   downtown	   Chicago,	   at	   the	   Showplace	   ICON	  
Theater	  in	  South	  Loop,	  and	  in	  Evanston,	  at	  The	  Evanston	  Public	  Library. 
	  	  
Zee	  Cinema,	  India’s	  first	  Hindi	  movie	  channel	  launched	  in	  1995	  with	  a	  philosophy	  of	  ‘Movies,	  
Masti	  (translate:	  Fun)	  and	  Magic’,	  has	  been	  a	  part	  of	  every	  household	  showcasing	  some	  of	  the	  
biggest	  hits	  and	  blockbusters	  in	  the	  history	  of	  Indian	  Cinema.	  The	  3-‐year	  sponsorship	  with	  the	  
leader	   of	   Indian	   cinema	   on	   television	   further	   underscores	   the	   growing	   significance	   of	   the	  
festival	   as	   an	   important	   platform	   for	   filmmakers	   who	   bring	   South	   Asian	   culture	   to	   the	  
Midwest.	   
	   
Zee	  Cinema	  is	  excited	  about	  this	  partnership	  which	  complements	   it’s	  dedication	  to	  providing	  
quality	  film	  viewing	  on	  television.	  “Zee	  Cinema	  is	  proud	  to	  support	  the	  5th	  Chicago	  South	  Asian	  
Film	   Festival	   and	   looks	   forward	   to	   a	   new	   wave	   of	   filmmakers	   with	   their	   unique,	   next	  
generation	  films,”	  says	  Ivan	  Rana,	  AVP	  of	  Programming. 
	   
The	  movie	  channel	  has	  established	  itself	  as	  the	  ultimate	  Hindi	  movie	  destination,	  showcasing	  
the	   best	   of	   Bollywood	   24/7.	   Zee	   Cinema	   entertains	   80	  million	   CAS	   households,	   close	   to	   12	  
million	  DTH	  subscribers	  and	  9	  million	  non-‐Indian	  households	  across	  America,	  Europe,	  Middle	  
East,	  Africa,	  Pakistan,	  and	  Asia	  Pacific.	  Zee’s	  film	  library	  consists	  of	  over	  3,000	  films	  from	  the	  
black	  and	  white	  days	  of	  Awaara	  to	  the	  100	  crore	  ($20	  million)	  blockbusters	  of	  today. 
	  	   
View	  the	  full	  Festival	  film	  schedule	  here:	  www.csaff.org/film-‐schedule/	  
	  
Major	  sponsors	  of	  the	  Festival	  include	  Zee	  Cinema,	  Showplace	  ICON	  Theater,	  City	  of	  Evanston,	  
Evanston	   Public	   Library,	   Saavn,	  Hotel	   Allegro,	   Chicago	   Sister	   Cities	   International,	   Gallery	   Bar	  
Chicago,	  Bombay	  Wraps,	  Trikone	  Chicago,	  NetIP	  Chicago,	  IABA,	  Kriti	  Festival,	  Bookwallah,	  Press	  
&	  Trend	  PR,	  Parikh	  Law	  Group,	  Fiery	  Tiger	  Entertainment	  and	  Rahul	  Rana	  Photography.	  
	  
For	   additional	   information	   on	  CSAFF	   2014,	   including	  screening	   times,	   locations,	   featured	  
guests	  and	  ticketing	  details,	  please	  visit	  www.csaff.org	  



	  

info@csaff.org | www.csaff.org | +1 312-285-3325 

	  
###	  

	  
About	  CSAFF	  
Chicago	   South	   Asian	   Film	   Festival,	   presented	   by	   Zee	   Cinema,	   is	   dedicated	   to	   fostering	   a	   diverse	  
cinematic	  experience	  through	  South	  Asian	  films.	  The	  Festival	  was	  founded	  in	  2010	  and	  is	  organized	  by	  
the	  Chicago	  South	  Asian	  Arts	  Council	   Inc.	  The	  Festival	   is	  held	   in	   late	  September	  and	   includes	  a	  stellar	  
selection	   of	   films	   and	   guests,	   panel	   discussions,	   opportunities	   for	   filmmakers	   and	   film	   lovers	   to	  
connect,	  musical	  performances,	  tributes	  to	  major	  artists	  and	  galas.	  Our	  audience	  is	  the	  largest	  growing	  
ethnic	   group	   in	   America,	   particularly	   Chicagoland,	   and	   the	   Festival	   is	   committed	   to	   providing	   a	  
groundbreaking	   cinematic	   experience	   for	   filmmakers	   and	   moviegoers	   alike	   with	   the	   warmth	   and	  
personal	  touch	  that	  is	  unique	  to	  Chicago.	  For	  more	  information,	  visit	  http://www.csaff.org/.	  
	  
About	  Zee	  
Zee	   Entertainment	   Enterprises	   Limited	   (ZEE)	   is	   one	   of	   India’s	   leading	   television,	   media	   and	  
entertainment	   companies	   and	   the	   largest	   producers	   and	   aggregators	   of	   Hindi	   programming	   in	   the	  
world.	  Having	  redefined	  entertainment	  for	  millions	  of	  viewers	  across	  the	  globe,	  ZEE’s	  20-‐year	  industry	  
presence	  provides	  it	  the	  expertise	  of	  anticipating	  viewers’	  interest.	  It	  delivers	  the	  content	  synchronized	  
with	  future	  trends,	  translating	  viewer	  aspirations	  into	  vibrant	  realities.	  ZEE	  has	  evolved	  from	  a	  single-‐
channel	  entity	  to	  the	  34-‐channel	  media	  and	  entertainment	  conglomerate.	  ZEE	  pioneered	  the	  entire	  TV	  
&	  Broadcasting	   Industry,	  which	  stands	  at	  over	  7	  billion	  USD	  today.	  This	  was	  made	  possible	  only	  with	  
the	  pioneering	  vision	  of	  Mr.Chandra.	  With	  an	  extensive	  library	  housing	  over	  120,000	  hours	  of	  television	  
content	   and	   more	   than	   3,500	   movie	   titles	   from	   foremost	   studios	   and	   of	   iconic	   film	   stars,	   ZEE	   has	  
established	  its	  footprints	  across	  169	  countries,	  entertaining	  700	  million	  viewers	  globally.	  
	  
	  


